
Farmers Union Ditch Company​
 

Regular Board Meeting Minutes   

Monday, June 8, 2026 – 5:28 p.m. 

Location: Eagle City Hall   

Attendance: 

●​ Board: Luke Erlebach (President), Cheryl Bloom (via phone), Robert Netzly, Jacob 
Zwygart, Corey Blaine 

●​ Staff: Seth Kettering (Ditch Rider), Sean Kettering (Ditch Rider), Logan Rice (Ditch 
Rider), Rosalie Cope (Administrative Assistant) 

●​ Legal Counsel: Andrew Waldera 
●​ Guests: Bruce Sandoval (Ardurra), Kent Adamson (River Ridge Engineering) 

1. Call to Order 
President Luke Erlebach called the meeting to order at 5:28 p.m.   

Board and staff introductions were made. The agenda was reviewed. 

2. Ardurra – On‑Call Engineering Services 

Bruce Sandoval reported he has replaced Rhen Thurgood as Ardurra’s liaison and requested 
direction on continuing the on‑call services agreement. 

●​ A new Master Services Agreement will be required. 
●​ Sandoval will send a draft to Andy for review. 
●​ Seth will coordinate with Mason & Associates to avoid duplication on the ACHD bridge 

project. 
●​ ACHD requires a timely response for CLOMR and FEMA submittal. 

The Board will respond within one week. 

3. Brio Vista Development – River Ridge Engineering 

Kent Adamson presented the Brio Vista project (8.18 acres, 8.29 Boise Valley shares). 

Key points: 

●​ Existing headgate is abandoned; a new headgate is required. 



●​ Retaining wall planned ~56’ from canal bank. 
●​ Property lies in a high‑fill area; easement is 25’ from toe of bank. 
●​ Farmers Union must approve the headgate location and retaining wall design. 

Seth and Kent will coordinate on siting the new headgate. 

4. ACHD State Street Streetscape Project 

Luke and Seth attended ACHD’s project meeting. 

●​ Project extends the existing box culvert behind Burger Den. 
●​ Scheduled for 2029. 
●​ Seth expressed concern about trees in the design. 
●​ Board approved the conceptual design, with the requirement that ACHD submit 

engineered plans for review. 

5. Boise City Pathway Inquiry 

A resident expressed concern about Boise City’s conceptual pathway between Castle Drive and 
Pierce Park Lane. 

Luke clarified: 

●​ Farmers Union’s easement cannot be impaired. 
●​ Farmers Union will continue to access all five headgates in that section. 
●​ Any damage to a paved pathway would be the City’s responsibility. 
●​ Easement agreements are between property owners and the City, not Farmers Union. 

Luke will draft a response to the resident. 

6. Landslide at Christensen Property 

Seth reported a May 25 landslide from 3472 N Ballantyne Lane. Ditch Riders spent 2–3 hours 
clearing debris. 

Andy will draft a letter placing the landowner on notice that an invoice will be issued after fall 
inspection. 

7. Draft Minutes Release Issue 

Jacob expressed concern that draft minutes had become public. 

Cheryl clarified: 

●​ The draft minutes were attached as an exhibit to a declaration filed with the court. 



●​ Any public release occurred through the court clerk, not through her. 
●​ Jacob acknowledged that filed court documents become public unless sealed. 

Matter referred to executive session. 

8. Financial Review 

Rosalie reviewed the A/R aging summary. 

●​ Small outstanding balances are finance charges that roll into the next year’s 
assessment. 

●​ Jacob requested clearing the Staples deposit/debit and a $30 First American Title check. 
●​ Jacob requested monthly and year‑to‑date P&L statements. 
●​ Rosalie will begin keeping a mileage log; Luke will consult Ripley Doorn regarding 

reimbursement policy. 
●​ Board will review the Form 990 before filing. 

9. Board Contact with Professionals 

Jacob moved that before any Board member contacts a professional (attorney, engineer, 
accountant), the question must first be run through Luke or brought to a Board meeting. 

Robert seconded. 

Luke stated that if the policy interferes with ditch operations, communication will revert to prior 
practice. 

Motion passed. 

10. Receipts & Disbursements 
Luke moved to approve receipts and disbursements. 
Jacob seconded. 

Motion unanimously approved. 

11. Ditch Rider Report 

Seth reported: 

●​ Day of allocation had not yet been reached. 
●​ Canal averages 1,000 acre‑feet/week. 
●​ Peak summer flows are 100–115 cfs, with 20 cfs uncuttable during storage use. 

Board reaffirmed the operational plan to cut to 80% upon day of allocation. 



Seth is compiling an equipment list. Jacob requested a written vehicle policy; Corey provided 
tax guidance from Ripley Doorn. 

12. Attorney’s Report 

a. Eagle Sewer District (ESD) – Draft Letter 

A draft letter is circulating for Board consideration pending the Judge’s ruling. 

b. Milestone Ranch 

Only 20 of 120 acres are entitled to Farmers Union water. Developers commingled FUD shares 
with groundwater to meet City of Star PI requirements. Andy will reaffirm the 2022 approval with 
the added parcel. 

c. Fry / Schwartsman Water Delivery Dispute 

Andy summarized the dispute involving headgates 99, 100, and 100A. 

Key points: 

●​ Fry property is entitled to 26 acres of Farmers Union water. 
●​ Remaining acreage has historically been irrigated using wastewater from upstream 

users. 
●​ Practical solution: Fry family should purchase New Dry Creek shares. 

d. TVWUA Assessment 

Assessment remains $0.28/acre. 

Cheryl moved to continue membership and pay the assessment. 
Luke seconded. 

Motion unanimously approved. 

13. ESD Regulatory Discussion 

Jacob proposed preparing a letter to ESD in advance of the Judge’s ruling. 

Andy advised: 

●​ The Board must remain strictly factual. 
●​ The Board should not take regulatory positions or tell DEQ what permits ESD needs. 
●​ The contract requires cooperation, so tone matters. 
●​ The letter should identify factual misunderstandings, not argue regulatory conclusions. 



Jacob expressed concern about ESD terminology (e.g., calling shareholders “customers”) and 
the undefined term “augmented irrigation.” 

Andy explained the passive conduit doctrine: 

If an irrigation entity only carries permitted inflow and does not alter it, it does not need its own 
permit. 

Board authorized Jacob to work with Andy on the letter. 

14. Water Quality Sampling 

Jacob asked about sampling requests from ESD. 

Andy explained: 

●​ Background sampling used by DEQ is not a permit requirement. 
●​ More data is generally beneficial. 
●​ It is unknown whether ESD has sampled the Phyllis Canal. 

15. Email Retention Policy  
Jacob cited Idaho Code § 30‑30‑1105, which requires nonprofit corporations to retain “written 
communications to members,” and expressed concern that emails older than three months had 
been deleted. 

Andy responded that Jacob’s interpretation of IC 30‑30‑1105 was incorrect, clarifying that the 
statute refers to formal, membership‑wide corporate communications—such as annual 
meeting notices, assessment notices, and official announcements—not routine or individual 
emails. 

A heated discussion followed regarding statutory interpretation and operational impacts. 

Luke noted the volume of ongoing project‑related emails and stated that any policy must not 
hinder day‑to‑day operations. 

Motion: Jacob moved that the Company not delete emails that constitute communications with 
members. 
Second: Robert. 

Motion passed, with the understanding that implementation must not impede administrative 
function. 

16. Service‑Area Discussion – Corey Blaine Property 



Jacob referenced 2019 minutes indicating only the west half of Corey’s property was in the 
service area and questioned whether water was being delivered outside the service area. 

Corey explained the 2019 context and stated he purchased Boise Valley shares as 
recommended by the Board. 

Andy provided legal clarification: 

●​ Place of use is defined by 40‑acre quarter‑quarter sections, not precise parcel lines. 
●​ Using water outside the place of use is technically a violation, but IDWR does not 

enforce minor boundary discrepancies where irrigation entities overlap. 
●​ IDWR intervenes only in cases of enlargement or clearly unrelated transfers. 

Board agreed to verify Corey’s property specifically. No broader review was initiated. 

17. Budget Document Request 

A request was made for updated budget information. Andy had previously forwarded the 
approved 2026 budget. After discussion, the Board voted to provide the February budget 
worksheet to the requester with the clarification that the worksheet contained no payroll 
information. 

18. Class A Water Inquiry 

An unidentified individual asked whether water in the canal becomes Class A water after 
discharge from Eagle Sewer District. The person did not identify themselves, and when Board 
members were asked if anyone knew who the individual was, no one stepped forward to identify 
them. 

Andy clarified that the water in the canal would not be considered Class A water because the 
background water quality does not meet Class A standards. 

19. Flow Meter Installation 

Jacob proposed beginning installation of flow meters, starting with the largest pumps. 

Luke noted cost considerations and the need for shareholder approval. 

Seth will prepare a prioritized list. 

20. July Meeting 

Andy will be unavailable July 13. The Board will proceed without him. 



21. Approval of May Minutes 

The Board and the Board Secretary will revise for approval the May minutes via email. 

22. Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m. 
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